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sister Joan

I should also share a bit in English for my beloved
youth brothers and sisters.

Even though this is my third time in Canada, |
didn’t really like Canada as I always get bad jet lag.
This trip was in fact the best visit to Canada for me!

I really enjoyed the fellowship with you all -
the hymns, the mass games, the sharing, the night-
time card games (though I mostly didn't understand)
-everything was an important memory in this won-
derful trip with you all. Thank you for the hospitali-
ty. Thank you for including us and taking the initia-
tive to talk, share with us, and have fun with us.
Thank you for trusting and opening up, I enjoyed all
the sharing - that it seems like we have known each
other much longer than 2 weeks. It really shocks me
that two weeks ago I did not know anyone of you. It
is amazing how the Lord has worked on us and how
the Spirit naturally bonded us together in the same
language - the Christ language!

I have shared a lot in the conference...but I
lastly wish to share something that I planned to
share during the group discussion session - [ strug-
gle a lot in expectations to excel and achieve, espe-
cially when achieving means worldly values that
compromises Christ-like characteristics. Yet in ex-
perience | found the Lord’s light constantly reveal-
ing my intentions and leading me back on the right
track step-by-step to the narrow path. I really
wanted to share that as long as we are willing to
give ourselves to the Lord, our life paths will be
filled with amazing works of His, with our shepherd
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leading us through green pastures and valley of the
shadow of death - onto His path of righteousness.
Before I left Canada , [ made a very important life
decision - to take my job offer, which was totally
out of my life plan. I departed from my profession
in school, but I also gave my life to The Lord once
again, in a park in Burnaby. Just like Jacob, I built
an altar in Vancouver - to offer Him my life, my
career, and my future again, and to await what
amazing things He will achieve in my life. Jesus
also constantly asks us today,
“What do you want?” (John 1:38)

as we choose to follow Him. I believe our answers
to the question would determine the breadth and the
depth of the blessings and trials that He could offer
us in life.

I hope that the next time we see each other, we shall
share the altars we have built for Him, how we ful-
filled His promises, and have fellowship on God’s
tremendously wise plan on each one of us - a plan
that requires our patience to understand as we grad-
ually ”connect the dots” in our lives.

You choose! Team J or Team 1 ?
— Jean & Theodora

During this year’s Spring Camp, while the adults

were gaining more of a pleasant church life, the chil-
dren were as well - by learning to choose Team J
(Jesus) over Team I (yourself). Throughout the
whole weekend, the children understood more about
what choosing Team J meant - with the example of
Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples.
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On Saturday, they learned to have a seeking
and honest heart for the Lord. Peter’s seeking heart
prompted him to choose to follow Jesus, and alt-
hough he made many mistakes in his life, his heart
and true intentions are what God looks for. The key
takeaway from this lesson was in order to follow Je-
sus, all we need is a seeking and honest heart. No
one is perfect, but if we can choose to follow Jesus
we’re starting to take the right steps.

Later that evening, the lesson topic was about
repentance, and asking God for forgiveness when
mistakes are made. The main message is that some-
times we make mistakes and mess up but it’s what
we do afterwards that matters; what matters is that
we come to God and admit our wrongdoings - “If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteous-
ness” (1 John 1:9). Even Peter, with his seeking and
honest heart, denied the Lord, but as sinners all we
can do is accept God’s forgiveness. This lesson is
important for the children but is also a good reminder
for everyone. Before we can even choose to be on
Jesus’ team, we first need to have the right relation-
ship with Him. If our connection with Jesus is bro-
ken because of our sins, then we are not able to
choose to follow His ways.

Learning about choosing Team J is only half
the battle - the other half is making that choice every
day and not just once or twice a week at the meet-
ings. The children were taught to “not be conformed

to this world”, but rather “to be transformed by the
renewing of [their] mind” (Romans 12:2a). Lastly,
to end off the kids camp, they were encouraged to
put actions to their words, to “be doers of the word
and not hearers only” (James 1:22). Many times, we
will hear the right thing to do and understand that we
need to do it, but somehow our actions cannot match
what we know. This lesson helped to show the chil-
dren that they need to follow the Lord both inwardly
and outwardly.

The crafts the children made also reflected
what they learned. For example, one craft required
them to write down their positive qualities on a red
heart, and their negative ones on a black heart. That
way, the kids were able to see what they needed to
work on, whether it be more patience, less complain-
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ing, self-control, etc. In another craft, they also wrote
down on a glass bottle some good characteristics that
they wanted to have as followers of Jesus, and it
served as a constant reminder for them to choose to
be on Jesus’ team and practice those characteristics.
The children then made a bookmark and wrote the
verse: “You shall love the Lord your God with all
your heart, with all your soul and with all your
strength” (Deut 6:5). On the back of that bookmark,

they could choose to write “I choose Team J” or
“Choose Team J”, depending on whether they were
ready and willing to follow Jesus. To our surprise all
the children boldly declared to choose Team J and
wrote “I choose Team J” It was inspiring to see

how quickly these children were able to put down
their own opinions and perspectives and choose to
follow Jesus.

-
NIKE.coy

sister Theodora and sister Jean

Coming home from the camp, I was also able to
see a change in my own brothers behaviour - how he
continues to choose Team J over Team I. At times,
it’s hard to make that decision, but what matters is
that he tries. Every night, after reading the Bible with
my parents, they would lead him in a prayer. Howev-
er, there are times when my parents are too busy and
so Andrew needs to choose Team J, read the Bible
and pray all on his own. After the camp, I’ve noticed
that he will take the initiative to follow Jesus and read
his Bible, without any prompting from my parents.
He has also shown his love to God through being
more thankful in his prayers.

If one weekend can begin to change the chil-
dren’s thoughts and behaviours, we are hopeful to see
them continue to put actions to words and choose
Team J in all situations. Amen!



